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Welcome to AVID! It is another exciting school year, and I am looking forward to working with you.  AVID stands for
Advancement Via Individual Determination. The mission of AVID is to help students succeed in a rigorous curriculum,
increase enrollment in four-year universities, and become educated and responsible participants and leaders in our
democratic society. You are embarking on an adventure that will give you the strategies you need to ensure personal
success in high school and a degree from a four-year university. This goal cannot be met without your cooperation and
buyin. You will undergo challenging and resourceful lessons. The use of time management, tutorials, cooperative group
work, PowerPoint presentations, Socratic Seminars, and focused notes are only some of the tools that will be utilized to
better prepare you to successfully obtain a higher education.

Grading Procedures
Categories Percent Weight
AVID Curriculum 50%
Tutorials 30%
Focused Notes 20%

Make-up and Late Work Policy
Students are responsible for making up all work when absent. Moreover, students are solely responsible for finding out
what needs to be made up upon the return of their absence.

No assignment will be accepted more than a week past the due date, whether it is an excused absence or not. If you
are absent the day an assignment is due but were present for the introduction of the assignment, the work must be
turned into Google Classroom on the original due date, unless otherwise noted.

If students miss a tutorial, points may be made up by attending lunch or after school tutoring with an AVID instructor
or AVID tutor. Make-ups are expected to be completed within one week otherwise the tutorial grade will become a zero.

Absences from focused notes must be made up the first day the student returns from the absence. The student must
initiate grading of binder.

Please note that excessive absences and/or truancies could lead to failure of this course. The student is responsible for
informing the teacher of any extended absence.

Focused Note Checks
Focused notes will be checked at the beginning of the period every Monday. The student must also fill out their student
planner for every period of every day. All work (including focused notes) in all classes must be hole punched and placed
in the student’s AVID binder.

AVID Expectations
1. We will respect each other.
2. We will follow all directions.
3. We will do our best work at all times.
4. We will adhere to the AVID contract.
5. We will also fundraise to help with AVID events.
6. We will also volunteer at AVID events and/or participate in community service opportunities.

Classroom rules:
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The three key words for this class are Responsibility, Participation and Respect. As long as students keep these three
ideas in practice, it will be a productive year. The more engaged you stay, the more you will benefit from the AVID
program.

We will follow ALL Chino Hills High School campus rules. No food, gum, or canned drinks, unless otherwise noted.
Drinks with caps such as water bottles will be allowed. All students must be seated at their desks upon the ringing of
the final bell.

Cell phones will be allowed for educational purposes only, such as taking pictures of upcoming assignments or looking
up the spelling/definitions of words. At times, students may be allowed to listen to music while doing in-class writing,
but head phones must be put away otherwise. Doing homework for other classes will be considered disrespectful, and
should be away while our class is in session. The breaking of this rule may result in the loss of the assignment.

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in an immediate zero on the assignment for ALL
involved.

Classroom consequences: If a student chooses not to follow the guidelines listed, the following will occur.
1. Verbal warning will be given, student must see me after class
2. Detention (phone call / email home)
3. Parent conference
4. Referral (phone call / email home)
5. Removal from AVID program

Google Classroom
For students and parents to keep track of assignments and handouts, we will utilize Google Classroom. The code for each
period is listed in class and on the classroom page on our school website. When students miss a day of class they should
check Google Classroom to stay up to date. Students will submit many assignments on Google Classroom throughout the
year, so the use of this platform will be necessary and vital. Students can utilize both the web platform or the smartphone
app, if they desire.

Parent/Student/Teacher Communication
Parents, please do not hesitate to contact me. Those who wish to contact me will be encouraged to e-mail first,
particularly if any additional meetings need to be scheduled. Any parents who need to make contact by phone will be
encouraged to call after school, as not to interrupt class. Academic records will be kept on Aeries, and periodically posted
in the classroom.


